INTRODUCTION
This volume was Parleyings with Certain People of Importance in their Day. The seven persons thus distinguished, Bernard de Mandeville, Daniel Bartoli, Christopher Smart, George Bubb Dodington, Francis Furini, Gerard de Lairesse, and Charles Avison, include three writers, a politician, two artists, and a musician. They are not, however, a merely fortuitous collection. They are the result of that trick, described by Browning above (p. vi), of mental recurrence to the memories of boyhood ; for all were associated with his early intellectual development. Their works were in his father's library, or they were otherwise associated with his first experiences in art and music (see especially Hall Griffin and Minchin, Lrfe, pp. 6-20). Now, at the close of his life, he reverted to these old acquaintances, and drew from them the materials for the last but one in his long list of volumes*
In form these poems show a remarkable departure from Browning's usual practice ; for, whereas his special taste was for the dramatic monologue* a form of art which he certainly developed to a height previously unreached, in this volume he turns round and speaks to his characters, instead of making them speak for themselves* The metre (except in the prologue and epilogue, and in a few interspersed passages) is a free handling of rhymed decasyllabic verse, the lines not always rhyming in couplets* though that is the predominant combination.
Though the volume as a whole shows some of
xiii